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death the Wesleyans formed themselves into definite and
separate organizations.1

Yet John Wesley is not to be remembered only as the
influence founder of a new religious organization. He was a great
oi VoSs!be social reformer as well as a great religious leader, and to
him, perhaps in a greater degree than to any other man,
is due the increased kindliness and humaneness which
was exhibited in the later part of the eighteenth century
and the development of practical efforts to deal with the
problems of poverty, inadequate though those efforts still
were. But above all else we may put his influence on the
religious life of the whole British people. A great French
thinker, who visited the country soon after the accession
of George I, was of opinion that there was no such thing as
religion in England; and there is no doubt that the early
period of the Hanoverian rule was singularly lacking in
religious activities and enthusiasms. It is the imperishable
glory of John Wesley that he restored Christianity, as has
been said, to its place as a living force in the personal creed
of men and in the Me of the nation.

CHAPTER 48
GEORGE III (1760-1820)
The very long reign of George III saw many important
developments. We have to study first the King's attempt
to revive the power of the Crown; then the loss of the
American colonies; developments in India; the outbreak
of the Revolutionary and Napoleonic wars; and lastly the
troubled history of Ireland.
1 How much the vanous Methodist societies have grown may be realized by
statistics. On Wesley's death* in J791, the members of his societies numbered
seventy-six thousand, and the preachers three hundred; at the present tnne,
throughout the world, there are over fifty thousand ministers, nearly saner/
thousand lay preachers, and between twenty and thirty million adherent!, be-
longing to the Wesleyan communities.